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the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 
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The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. J 
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(54) Title: SYSTEM FOR STORING AND TRANSMITTING HOME NETWORK SYSTEM DATA 
(57) Abstract 

TTie invention specifies a sys- 
tem having a plurality of devices 
(2-7) which are connected to one 
another via an IEEE 1394 interface 
and one (3) of which contains a 
control unit (11) which, when oper- 
ated appropriately by a user, polls 
system data for devices (2,4-7) in 
this system via the interface (1) and 
passes this system data to an output 
unit (9, 13. 14) of this device (3). 
The device having the output unit 
is, by way of example, a set-top 
box (3) having a microprocessor 
which a user uses to poll system 
data for the devices (2, 4-7), which 
contains, in particular the input and 
output characteristics of the latter, 
via the interface (1) and which the 
user can use to store this system 
data on a smart card (10) by means 
of a write/read device (9). Alterna- 
tively or at the same time, the sys- 
tem data can be shown on a display 
(13) or transmitted to a desired ad- 
dress via a modem connection (14). 
As a result, the user of the system 
can receive expert advice from a 
specialist dealer or a customer ser- 
vice point regarding which devices 

(12) he can best add to his system; or if a point of failure or faults arise. 
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other means 

"P" document published prior to the International filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



■T" later document published after the international filing date 
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involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
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international filing date (day/month/year) 
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Priority date (day/month/year) 
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Applicant 

DEUTSCHE THOMSON-BRANDT GMBH et aL 



1 . The applicant Is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report, it is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 



For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




H04N7/24 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

S This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I S Basis of the report 
Priority 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the International application 
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IV 


□ 
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VII 




VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 
04/05/2000 



Date of completion of this report 



09.01.2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Berst, C 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8028 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/EP99/07978 



i. Basis of the report 

1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "on'ginally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7),)\ 

Description, pages: 

1-6 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -7 as received on 20/1 2/2000 with letter of 1 8/1 2/2000 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)), 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (Boxes l-Vlll, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/EP99/07978 



□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
II. Priority 

1 . □ This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the 

prescribed time limit the requested: 

□ copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

2. □ This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has 

been found invalid. 

Thus for the purposes of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant 
date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
see separate sheet 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2,3 

No: Claims 1,4-7 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-7 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1 -7 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VI. Certain docunfients cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-Vlll, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/EP99/07978 

and / or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



FofTTi PCT/lPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 3) (July 1998) 




INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/EP99/07978 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



in. Priority: 

The priority document DE - A - 198 50 574 claimed for the present demand and 
published 2.1 1.1998 has been checked. The priority is valid. 

V). Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) PCT: 

1) . The following documents mentioned in the international search report are referred 

to in this report: 

(D1) : CHEN W Y: "Emerging home digital networking needs" 1997 FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY NETWORKING 
PROCEEDINGS (CAT. N0.97TH8337), 1997 FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY NETWORKING 
PROCESSING, ATLANTA, GA, USA, 11-12 SEPT. 1997, pages 7-12, 
XP002130483 1997, New York, NY, USA, IEEE, USA ISBN: 0-7803- 
4290-9 

(D2) : DE- A - 195 30 596 

2) . D1, in particular page 1 1 , right-hand column, lines 7-10, 13 - 18 & 26 - 31 and 

page 12, left-hand column, lines 1-11 and figure 5 thereof, discloses: 

a system having a plurality of devices (gateways each including a NIU, digital 
camcorder, DVD, PC, set-top box/TV) connected to one another via a bus 
interface, in particular an IEEE 1394 bus interface (residential digital network), 
wherein one of the devices (PC) contains a control unit (PC terminal), which, 
when operated appropriately by a user ("when a user activates the information 
appliance PC"), polls (by "sending a probe signal to all gateways") system data 
(limited information about backbone access network of the different gateways) for 
other devices (gateways) in this system via the interface (residential digital 
network), wherein said system data comprises characteristic data (information 
about backbone access network) for a device (gateway). 
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e.g. {a serial number, the manufacturer's mark, the device class,} 

output and/or input characteristics (in the present case: backbone access network 

information), 

{the software version and/or any error data,} 

and passes this system data to an output unit (PC display, disc storage or printer 
in format of an icon) of this one device (PC), characterised in that, the output unit 
(disc storage) is {either} a device (disc storage) for writing to a mobile, digital data 
medium (disc) which can store the system data 

{or that the output unit (in the PC) is a modem or another telecommunication 
connection (connection with the residential network) which, when operated 
appropriately by a user, can send the system data to a desired address (in the 
network).} 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 can thus be entirely read onto D1 . 
For this reason, the subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

It is to be noted that the features placed between {} are alternative features in 
claim 1 , and do therefore not add anything new to the subject-matter of this claim. 
However, it is further to be noted that, although they are not all explicitely 
described in D1 , they can all be considered as implicit or at least suggested in this 
document. 

3). The additional features of dependent apparatus claims 4 (minicomputer with a 
floppy disc: PC in D1), 5 (device in the system comprising a writing device storing 
the system data on a mobile digital data medium: disc storage of the PC in D1), 6 
(device in the system comprising a telecommunication connection which can send 
polled data to an address: connection with the residential network in D1) and 7 
(remote polling code transmitted via telecommunication line: connection line of the 
residential network in D1) are also known from D1. 

The subject-matter of dependent claims 4, 5, 6 and 7 taken in combination with 
claim 1 can thus be entirely read onto D1. 

For these reasons, the subject-matter of said dependent claims also lacks novelty 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 
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4). The additional features of dependent apparatus claims 2 (smart/chip card as data 
medium) and 3 (set/top box or sat receiver with chip/smart card read/write device) 
are generally known in the field of home networks, in particular from D1 (see 
figure 5: set top box) and D2 (use of chip cards). A skilled person would 
automatically use such features whenever necessary and therefore these features 
can not be considered as involving an inventive step. 

For this reason, the subject-matter of dependent claims 2 and 3 does not involve 
an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) . 

VI). A certain document cited: 

The document EP - A - 0 932 275 cited in the international search report was published 
on 28.07.1999, after the priority date of the present demand, namely 2.1 1 .1998, the 
priority of which is valid. This document can not be taken into consideration for 
establishing an international preliminary report. 

This document would however be particularly relevant when entering a regional phase. 
Vin. A certain defect: 

In order to meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the documents D1 & D2 
should be identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein 
should be briefly discussed. 
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Patent Claims 

1 - System having a plurality of devices connected to one 

another via a bus interface, in particular an IEEE 1394 
bus interface, wherein one of the devices (3) contains 
a control unit (11) which, when operated appropriately 
by a user, polls system data for other devices (2,4-7) 
in this system via the interface (1), wherein said 
system data comprises characteristic data for a device 
(2, 4-1), e.g. a serial number, the manufacturer's 
mark, the device class, output and/or input 
characteristics, the software version and/or any error 
data and passes this system data to an output unit (9, 
13, 14) of this one device (3), characterized in that, 
the output unit (9, 13, 14) is either a device' (9) for 
writing to a mobile, digital data medi\m (10) which can 
store the system data or that the output unit (9, 13, 
• 14) is a modem or another telecommunication connection 
(14) which, when operated appropriately by a user, can 
send the system data to a desired address. 

2. System according to Claim 1, characterized in that the 
mobile data medium (10) is a smart card or a chip card 
having a memory, and in that, when operated 
appropriately by a user, the control \init (11) in this 
one device (3) stores system data for the connected 
other devices (2,4-7) on the smart card or the chip 
card (10) using the device (9) . 

3- System according- to Claim 1 or 2, characterized in that 
this one device (3) having the device (9) for writing 
to the data mediiim (10) is a set-top box or a digital 
satellite receiver having a write/read device for a 
chip card or a smart card. 

1. . System according to Claim 1 or 2, characterized in that 
this one device (3) having the device (9) for writing 
to the data medixm (10) is a minicomputer having a 
drive for a floppy disk or another data medium having a 
magnetic or optical storage medium. 

j. Device for a system according to one of the Claims .1 - 
4, wherein this one device (3) contains a control unit 
(11) which, when operated appropriately by a user, 
polls system data for the connected other devices (2,4- 
7) via an interface (1), characterized in that this one 
device includes a device (9) for writing to a mobile, 
digital data- medium and wherein the device stores this 
system data on the data medium (10) using the device 
(9) . 
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6. Device for a system according to one of the Claims 1 - 
4, wherein this one device (3) contains a control unit 
(11) which, when operated appropriately by a user, or 
when an appropriate remote polling code is received, 
5 polls system data for the connected other devices (2,4- 

7) via an interface (1), characterized in that this one 
device (3) includes a modem or another 
telecommxmication connection (14) which can send the 
polled system data to a desired address. 



10 



15 



Device according, to Claim 6, characterized in that user 
operation corresponds to . remote control in the context 
of a remote polling code transmitted via communication 
line or by radio. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70. 1 7).): 

Description, pages: 

1-6 as originally filed 

Clainns, No.: 

1 -7 as received on 20/1 2/2000 with letter of 1 8/1 2/2000 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written fornn. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
II. Priority 

1 . □ This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the 

prescribed time limit the requested: 

□ copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

2. □ This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has 

been found invalid. 

Thus for the purposes of this report, the international filing date indicated above Is considered to be the relevant 
date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
see separate sheet 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanation! 
see separate sheet 

VI. Certain documents 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Yes: 
No: 

Yes: 
No: 

Yes: 
No: 



Claims 2,3 

Claims 1 ,4-7 

Claims 

Claims 1 -7 

Claims 1 -7 
Claims 



s 



cited 
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and / or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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in. Priority: 

The priority document DE - A - 198 50 574 claimed for the present demand and 
published 2.1 1.1998 has been checked. The priority is valid. 

V). Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) PCT: 

1) . The following documents mentioned in the international search report are referred 

to in this report: 

(D1) : CHEN W Y: "Emerging home digital networking needs" 1997 FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY NETWORKING 
PROCEEDINGS (CAT. N0.97TH8337). 1997 FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY NETWORKING 
PROCESSING, ATLANTA, GA, USA, 11-12 SEPT. 1997, pages 7-12, 
XP002130483 1997, New York, NY, USA, IEEE, USA ISBN: 0-7803- 
4290-9 

(D2) : DE- A - 195 30 596 

2) . D1, in particular page 11, right-hand column, lines 7-10, 13 - 18 & 26 - 31 and 

page 12, left-hand column, lines 1-11 and figure 5 thereof, discloses: 

a system having a plurality of devices (gateways each including a NIU, digital 
camcorder, DVD, PC, set-top box/TV) connected to one another via a bus 
interface, in particular an IEEE 1394 bus interface (residential digital network), 
wherein one of the devices (PC) contains a control unit (PC terminal), which, 
when operated appropriately by a user ("when a user activates the information 
appliance PC"), polls (by "sending a probe signal to all gateways") system data 
(limited information about backbone access network of the different gateways) for 
other devices (gateways) in this system via the interface (residential digital 
network), wherein said system data comprises characteristic data (information 
about backbone access network) for a device (gateway). 
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e.g. {a serial number, the manufacturer's mark, the device class,} 

output and/or input characteristics (in the present case: backbone access network 

information), 

{the software version and/or any error data,} 

and passes this system data to an output unit (PC display, disc storage or printer 
in format of an icon) of this one device (PC), characterised in that, the output unit 
(disc storage) is {either} a device (disc storage) for writing to a mobile, digital data 
medium (disc) which can store the system data 

{or that the output unit (in the PC) is a modem or another telecommunication 
connection (connection with the residential network) which, when operated 
appropriately by a user, can send the system data to a desired address (in the 
network).} 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 can thus be entirely read onto D1 . 
For this reason, the subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

It is to be noted that the features placed between {} are alternative features in 
claim 1 , and do therefore not add anything new to the subject-matter of this claim. 
However, it is further to be noted that, although they are not all explicitely 
described in D1 , they can all be considered as implicit or at least suggested in this 
document. 



3). The additional features of dependent apparatus claims 4 (minicomputer with a 
floppy disc: PC in D1), 5 (device in the system comprising a writing device storing 
the system data on a mobile digital data medium: disc storage of the PC in D1), 6 
(device in the system comprising a telecommunication connection which can send 
polled data to an address: connection with the residential network in D1) and 7 
(remote polling code transmitted via telecommunication line: connection line of the 
residential network in D1) are also known from D1 . 

The subject-matter of dependent claims 4, 5, 6 and 7 taken in combination with 
claim 1 can thus be entirely read onto D1. 

For these reasons, the subject-matter of said dependent claims also lacks novelty 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 
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4). The additional features of dependent apparatus claims 2 (smart/chip card as data 
mediunn) and 3 (set/top box or sat receiver with chip/smart card read/write device) 
are generally known in the field of home networks, in particular from D1 (see 
figure 5: set top box) and D2 (use of chip cards). A skilled person would 
automatically use such features whenever necessary and therefore these features 
can not be considered as involving an inventive step. 

For this reason, the subject-matter of dependent claims 2 and 3 does not involve 
an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) . 

Vh. A certain document cited: 

The document EP - A - 0 932 275 cited in the international search report was published 
on 28.07.1999, after the priority date of the present demand, namely 2.1 1 .1998, the 
priority of which is valid. This document can not be taken into consideration for 
establishing an intemational preliminary report. 

This document would however be particularly relevant when entering a regional phase. 
VI 1). A certain defect: 

In order to meet the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the documents D1 & D2 
should be identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein 
should be briefly discussed. 
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4 . 
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5. 
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System having a plurality of devices connected to 
one another via a bus interface, in particular an 
IEEE 1394 bus interface, characterized in that one 
of the devices (3) contains a control unit (11) 
which, when operated appropriately by a user, polls 
system data for devices (2,4-7) in this system via 
the interface (1) and passes this system data to an 
output unit (9, 13, 14) of this device (3). 

System according to Claim 1, characterized in that 
the system data for a device (2-7) contains the 
input and output characteristics of the latter. 

System according to Claim 1 or 2, characterized in 
that the output unit (9, 13, 14) is a device (9) for 
writing to a mobile, digital data medium (10) which 
can store the system data. 

System according to Claim 3, characterized in that 
the mobile data medium (10) is a smart card or a 
chip card having a memory, and in that, when 
operated appropriately by a user, the control unit 
(11) in the device (3) stores system data for 
connected devices (2,4-7) on the smart card or the 
chip card (10) using the device (9). 

System according to Claim 3 or 4, characterized in 
that the device (3) having the device (9) for 
writing to the data medium (10) is a set-top box or 
a digital satellite receiver having a write/read 
device for a chip card or a smart card. 



35 6. 



System according to Claim 3 or 4, characterized in 
that the device (3) having the device (9) for 
writing to the data medium (10) is a minicomputer 
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having a drive for a floppy disk or another data 
medium having a magnetic or optical storage medium. 

7. System according to one of Claims 3-6, 
5 characterized in that the stored system data 

comprises characteristic data for this device [2, 4- 
7), e.g. a serial number, the manufacturer's mark, 
the device class, output and/or input 
characteristics, the software version and/or any 
10 error data. 

8. Device having a device for writing to a mobile, 
digital data medium for a system according to one of 
Claims 3-5, characterized in that the device (3) 

15 contains a control unit (11) which, when operated 

appropriately by a user, polls system data for 
connected devices (2,4-7) via the interface (1) and 
stores this system data on the data medium (10) 
using the device (9) . 

20 

9. Mobile data medium, characterized in that it (10) is 
used for storing digital system data for a system 
according to one of the preceding Claims 3-7. 

25 10. Data medium according to Claim 8, characterized in 
that it (10) comprises a writable semiconductor 
memory or a magnetic or an optical storage medium. 

11. System according to Claim 1 or 2, characterized in 
30 that the output unit (9, 13, 14) is a display (13) 

which, when operated appropriately by a user, shows 
the system data; or a modem or another 
telecommunication connection (14) which, when 
operated appropriately by a user, can send the 
35 system data to a desired address. 



12. Device for a system according to Claim 11, 
characterized in that it (3) contains a control unit 
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(11) which, when operated appropriately by"" a user, 
polls system data for connected devices (2,4-7), 
which contains input and output characteristics for 
s these devices, via the interface (1) and shows this 

5 system data on a display (13) . 

13. Device for a system according to Claim 11, 
characterized in that it (3) contains a control unit 
(11) which, when operated appropriately by a user or 
when an appropriate remote polling code is received, 
polls system data for connected devices (2,4-7), 
which contains input and output characteristics for 
these devices, via the interface (1), and in that 
the output unit (9, 13, 14) ■ is a modem or another 
telecommunication connection (14) which can send the 
system data to a desired address. 

14. Device for a system according to Claim 13, 
characterized in that user operation corresponds to 

20 remote control in the context of a remote polling 

code transmitted via communication line or by radio. 

15. Device for a system according to one of Claims 1-7 
or 11, characterized in that the device (2,4-7) 

25 outputs its system data via the interface when an 

appropriate command is transmitted via the 
interface . 
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